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I’m excited to share this Jared Polis Foundation Education Report with you. 
We have researched and assembled information about school funding, 
higher education, service learning and other innovations in our educa-
tion systems. Thanks for staying informed and involved! Your feedback 
is always welcome. Please email me at jpolis@jaredpolisfoundation.org 
with comments or suggestions.

Chairman Member-At-Large
Colorado State Board of Education

   Dear Coloradoans,

East Grand 2 (Granby)
Superintendent: Dr. Robb Rankin UID018
Phone Number: 970-887-2581

Percent of students scoring proficient and advanced on the reading CSAP in your district  - 
 Grade 3: 79% Grade 6: 76%  Grade 10: 85% 

Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire. 
~ William Butler Yeats
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Funding And Performance

Our last edition compared the 2002 
National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) standardized test 
results with state education funding 
levels. In 2003, all states participated in 
the NAEP reading and math tests for 4th 
and 8th grades. Trends from the 2003 
results again show better scores among 
states with higher per pupil funding (see 
graphs), revealing that state funding is 
an important factor in students’ learning.

Not all states followed this pattern. Colo-
rado, in fact, scored above the national 
average on reading and 8th grade math, 
and at about the national average for 
4th grade math, even though the state 
ranks 39th in funding. Hispanic students 
scored higher than the national averages 
for 4th and 8th grade math, and black 
students scored at about the national 
average for math, but below the national 
average for 4th grade reading.

NAEP is not the only measurement of 
student proficiency. Colorado’s assess-
ment, the Colorado Student Assessment 
Program (CSAP), tests students in 
reading, writing, math, and science for a 
variety of grade levels. The 2003 CSAP 
found student improvements in nearly all 
grades for reading and writing. Changes 
in student scores in math and science 
have been uneven.

Also, performance gaps continue 
between female and male students, as 
well as white and nonwhite students, 
despite improved scores among black 
and Hispanic students. The racial 
“achievement gap” is also seen in the 
state’s graduation rates.

Funding is only one important contribu-
tor to student achievement. Colorado 
lawmakers, education leaders, and 
citizens are examining possible changes 
in constitutional measures that could 
affect money for education. As we ad-
dress these decisions, we will continue 
to talk about the state dollars to support 
students’ academic needs.

Colorado is represented by a purple dot on all graphs.
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